VASSAL INTO EMPIRE

in close alliance, cemented by intermarriage of the ruling houses,
had been for many years encroaching upon and despoiling the true
Russian Land.

But the tide was on the turn. Under the Muscovite Grand Princes
the Russians had been acquiring what they had never possessed
before: a conception of nationhood. And as it grew, so their self-
confidence hardened. The people that had so meekly accepted first
the domination of the Varangians and then the overlordship of the
Tartars began, for the first time, to see its destiny and to feel the
call of greatness.

Ivan III directed the affairs of Moscow for over forty years; and in
those four decades the whole situation of his domain was changed.
He broke finally the relaxing Tartar grip, and the long tale of taxa-
tion and indignity was closed decisively. He gathered together the
scattered Rus states and combined them into a nation that accepted
Moscow not as primus inter pares as Kiev had been, but as a true
capital, controlling the affairs of the state as a whole and speaking
for it in no uncertain voice in international affairs. He thrust for-
ward the influence of the Orthodox Church, his greatest success in
this direction being the retention of Novgorod for the Eastern creed.
And he started in earnest the real organized colonization of the
Asiatic parts of the Russian Land.

This Grand Prince was a man of vision and enterprise who antici-
pated many of the points of policy that were to make the reign of
Peter the Great memorable. Not least was his realization that Russia
not only could but should learn from the West. While his armies
were thrusting eastwards and delivering blow after blow on the
remnants of the once invincible Tartar power, Ivan did all he could
to foster relations with the West. In particular, he endeavoured to
import Western talent, not only as an aid in the wars of conquest and
liberation on which he engaged but also as a guide in the humanities
and the arts. He succeeded in establishing firm relations with the
West both culturally and diplomatically. With that achievement, the
Muscovite Empire may be said to have come into being.

It is not the purpose here to enter into details of his various cam-
paigns and of his gradual unification of Russia. What is more impor-
tant is his influence on Russian life and on the people. In some ways
his policies had beneficial results which, if followed up, might have
changed the course of Russian history. And in that respect he is like
so many Russian rulers both before and after Mm. Not only was
opportunity placed in his hands. He gave signs that he recognized it
for what it was. Then, in pursuit of some unattainable ideal, he let
fall the reality and chased the shadow.
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